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But how did they do that? In this review, we will ask two main questions: What does 
school	 education	 in	scandinavia	 and	Finland	 look	 like	 from	 the	outside	 and	 from	 the	
inside?	And	what	explanations	for	the	success	stories	of	the	nordic	countries	are	given?	
In the end, we will briefly discuss the results of our review.


























The	governance	of	 schools	seems	 to	make	a	difference.	Finnish	schools	are	 run	by	






























ideal. But sorting the arguments, we do not find structural information explaining	 the	
good	PisA	results	of	the	Finnish	students.	And	we	still	wonder	what	“Jenseits	von	PisA”	
is	meant	to	mean.1





Skola 2000 is a reform movement with considerable influence in Sweden and even 
some	in	norway	and	Denmark.	To	call	it	a	“reform	movement”	may,	however,	be	mis-
leading,	 since	 it	 is	 a	network	of	people	working	 to	 change	education	 from	within	 the	
established	 school	 system,	 in	 which	 all	 schools	 are	 subject	 to	 national	 tests,	 and	 all	
schools	must	describe	 their	development	and	results	 to	 the	 local	authorities	each	year,	
says	a	national	standard.
skola	2000	can	be	understood	as	a	revitalisation	of	the	progressive	movement,	focus-
ing	 on	 three	 tenets:	 Firstly,	 the	 schools’	architecture	must	 be	 adapted	 to	 the	 situation	
of	young	people	learning	and	to	their	needs.	Regular	classrooms	suppress	these	needs.	
secondly,	the teaching must be changed	so	that	the	pupils	and	their	individual	learning	
needs	come	into	focus,	demanding	a	change	in	working	methods	both	by	teachers	and	
pupils.	And	thirdly,	pupils	must	be	prepared for tomorrow’s workplace conditions.	They	
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difficult and demanding endeavour!
Höhmann et al., Lernen über Grenzen.	This	 is	a	book	about	a	european	Comenius	








the visitors discussed their observations and findings and wrote reports (case studies).
each	of	the	partners	selected	four	schools	in	their	own	region	(Finland:	the	Jyväskyla	
area,	norway:	the	Halden	area,	sweden:	around	Boras),	which	means	that	there	was	no	













briefly. It is divided into three main parts. The first main part,	‘Grundlagen	klären’,	starts	
with an introduction to the project and an overview of the available material (five DVDs, 
a	website,	modules	for	teacher	education,	other	publications).	This	is	followed	by	articles	
on the concept of heterogeneity, a summary on project findings and a plea for a culture 
of trust and respect (‘Vertrauenskultur’) in Germany. The second main part,	‘Blick	über	
den Zaun’, contains the findings from the school visits in England, Finland, Norway, 
Sweden and Germany (Northrine-Westphalia). In the third main part,	‘Praxis	konkret’,	
the	authors	focus	on	particular	aspects	such	as	inclusion,	migration,	teacher	cooperation	
and	teacher	education.
What then are the results presented for the Scandinavian schools and how do the 
authors explain the Scandinavian success story? The first – surprising? – result is that 
no	‘secret	teaching	formula’	could	be	discovered.	More	often	than	not,	visitors	saw	quite	








reform	 that	 involves	many	different	 aspects	–	 school	 architecture,	 teacher	 team	work,	







Heinonen, Porträt Weiterbildung Finnland. This	book	is	published	by	Die,	Deutsches	
institut	für	erwachsenenbildung,	as	part	of	a	series	of	descriptions	of	continuing education	
in different countries. Its challenge is to describe the fluent and many-faceted field of 
continuing	education	in	a	way	that	gives	an	overview.	Reading	this	book	led	us	to	the	






depend on “real” competence of the applicants, not on their “formal qualification”. Any 
adult who feels capable of passing an exam can be given qualifications on the basis of his 





be seen as a response to this: Higher education is becoming more flexible, more adapted 
to	societal	and	economic	demand.
Historically,	the	education	of	adults	has	met	a	diversity	of	needs:	one	purpose	of	adults	
coming together is to pursue a hobby or a purpose they find important, and they want 
continuing	education	for	that.	A	second	purpose	is	to	equip	private	enterprises	with	the	
manpower qualifications they need in order to change and grow. A third purpose is to help 






















The book can be read as the definitive Finnish contribution to understand and explain 
the	superior	performance	of	the	Finns	in	PisA	from	2000	through	2006.	in	ten	chapters	





can be understood as a general summary of the findings.
so	what	are	the	explanations	for	success?	Many	answers	are	pondered	in	chapters	5,	
6	and	7,	and	one	asset	of	the	book	is	that	it	shows	that	there	is	no	easy	solution.	Aspects	
discussed	 range	 from	a	homogeneous	 culture	 that	 appreciates	hard	work,	 sharp	 selec-
tion	procedures	for	the	high	quality	teacher	education	(10%	of	those	wanting	to	become	









Firstly how the governance of schools is organised – devolved from a firmly organised 
system	with	a	high	degree	of	central	control	to	a	decentralised	system	with	a	high	degree	
of	professional	control.	Also,	the	Finnish	curricula	in	math,	reading	and	science	are	con-
sidered	 to	be	 in	 line	with	what	PisA	is	asking	for,	and	 that	 this	has	been	so	since	 the	
1980’s:	“in	sum,	we	have	presented	a	narrative	which	stresses	that	the	PisA	framework	











make education today influence your society.
Matthias Trautmann:	 in	 the	 German	 media,	 there	 have	 recently	 been	 reports	 about	
educational	 downward	 trends	 in	 sweden	 and	norway.	 is	 Finland	 an	 exception	 inside	
scandinavia?





Matthias Trautmann: What are the problems discussed by educational experts in Scan-
dinavia	at	the	moment,	what	are	the	‘hot	potatoes’?
Gjert Langfeldt: Now here you’re inviting me to start a discussion that could fill a whole 
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Endnote
	 1	 Quite	similar	in	scope	and	depth:	Matthies,	A.-L.,	&	skiera,	e.	(Hrsg.)	(2009):	Das	Bildung-
swesen	in	Finnland.	Bad	Heilbrunn:	Klinkhardt,	with	the	somewhat	odd	conclusion	that	Fin-
land	cannot	be	a	role	model	for	Germany,	but	that	German	politicians	should	take	a	closer	look	
at	what	makes	the	Finns	successful	in	terms	of	education	(p.	279	f.).
